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T cannot be wonder’d that the Oppofers of the 

Treaty of Commerce ftruggle hard to get rid 

of that Charge laid upon the Portugal Treaty, of 

its being an Invafion of Parliamentary Privilege, 
aid a Breach of the Conftitution. 


But it muft be confefs'd, that the Method they take 
to fhufle off this Charge is very wonderful ; and were 
not the Perfons,who fenbble for rhem,known to” be 
fuch,as will not itick at the moft difhenourable Merhods 
to evade Guilt from themfelves, as well as to caft it 
upon others, it would continue to be very ftrange, that 
Men could bring fuch weak empty Shifts, to clear them- 
felves of a Charge of fuch Coifequence, as this is. 


The Sum of what they have to fay for the Portugal 
Treaty is contain’d in this, that it is no Invafion of 
the Rights of Parliament, becaufe_a Parliament may 
urido it again, whenever they think fit. , 


This is fuch a juggle, that it fuits with nothing, but a 
Sett of Writers abandoned to all manner of Frauds : 
None but Men,thar can juftify the old Scheme, could 
put fuch a weak unperforming piece of Sophiftry upon 


the World. 


God be praifed, it is always in the Power of the 
People and Parliament of Great-Britain, efpecially with 
the Concurrence of a Soveraign, that is tender of their 
Privileges, to do themfelves Juftice » when they find 
their Rights Invaded either by Ignorant, or Knavith 
Meafures of private or publick Men ; and it is hoped, it 
will always be fo in their Power. But what is this to 
the purpofe ? Are thefe-Men the lefs Ignorant, or the 
lefs Knavifh for that? Arethofe People,who made the 
Pottugal Treaty the lefs_ to blanie in giving up the Pri- 
vilege of the Peop'e of England, and in making a 
Treaty deftructive of Parliamentary Right, only be- 
caufe the Parliament were able to undo it again? 
What fort of Law or Logick do thefe People pretend 
to 2? Whar was the Foundation of the Revolution ? 
Was it not the late King James Invading the Conftitu- 
tion and the Privilege of Parliament? And was it not 
in the Power of the Parliament to undo it all? Was 
it not always Potentially in them to do it, and at laft 
A&tually ? And did they not exert that Power, and 
deliver themfelves ? Yet was not King James the lefs 
an Invader of Parliamentary Right for all that, nor 
was the Male Adminifiration of that Reign the lefs 


Unjuft and Injurious. 


If the Minifers of State in thofe Days, had done as 
the prefent; Minifters have done, (viz. ) lf they had 
laid the Article of ghe Portugal Treaty before 
the Houfe of Commens to-Be made Fffe&ual in Par- 


——-— 


liament, and the Treaty not to take place, till it had 
been fo Confentred to ; This had been like Aone Men, 
to have recognized the Right of Parliament. Bur to 
make a Treaty, ftipulating things, that Interferes with 
the undoubted Rights of the Parhament, and without 
laying them before the Houfe to have them executed ; 
depending upon it, that the Parliament had Power to 
undo it all again 3 Was nicithet fuftto the Parliament 
and People of England, or Honourable to the King of 
Portugal. And the MERCATOR cannot fee how 
he could fay lefs than he faid before, ( viz.) : 


1. That the faid Treaty is Void in its own Nature; am 
it is Inconfiffent nith the Con/fitution. Vide Mag. Charta, 
cap. 67. And, © : 


2 That thofe who made fuch a Treaty, ought to An- 


Swer for it, - 


But we fee the Libertics of England, and Privileges 
of Parliament thall be quibbled with, and flaked upon 
every trifle; while this Game of Partics is a playing ; 
and chofe,that in other Matters are loudeft in’ behalf 
of Liberty, and would make themfelves -be . thought 
Patriots of the Peoples. Privileges, can fet as light 
them as any Body, when they are concern’d to venture 
them in the Caufe they are carrying ou. 


But to ye the Cafe to a fhort Iie; Let rhofe 
People,who made the Portugal Treaty defend ir, as well 
as they cary; thefe Men have, it aa given it up 
thus far, (viz.) That the Parliament may undo it again 
when they pleafe. 


Very well! What then are we Debating about? 
This 1s what we are upon, and this is all the MER. 
CATOR has faid, (viz.) That the Parliament may 
make the Treaty of Commerce Effectual without any 
Injury to che King of Portugal: This they have now 
granted, for they have Printed, that the Parliament 
have a Right to Reverfe the Portugal Treaty, and 
who indeed could doubr it. | ‘ 


IF THEN the Parliament are left at liberty to Re- 
verfe, what the Mint/!vy did wn that Treaty, then no wron 
is done to Portugal, tf the Trea‘y with France is made E 
fecinal. 


IF the Parliament are not left at Liberty, then is all 
true,that has been faid of the Portugal Trea.y, and it is of 
no force at all, 


But the Oppolers have furely forgotten. that th 
Argued fome Months ago, that this Treaty with Prante 
being inconfilent with the Treaty with Portugal, and 
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that Treaty with Portugal being thereby broken, the 
Breach of that Treaty was a Breach of the Peace with 
Portugal alfo ; whereas now they are come down to 
the very thingth MERC ATOR infifted on, That 
the. Conditions of breaking it were expreffed in-the very 
Treaty it felf, ( viz.) That if England broke it, then 
fhould it be lawfal for the King of Portugal again to 
Prohibit our Woollen Cloths. This they call’d a 
Forgery before, and now they are come to Argue it in 
their own behalf: Such a Talent of Modefty are the 
Oppofers of this Treaty blefs'd with, that what is 
Forgery in another, is juft Reafoning,when they have 
Occafion for the fame Argument. x 


The MERC ATO R-therefore ftill infifts upon it, 
that this Treaty with Porrugal was and is an Invafion 
ef Parliamentary Right, limiting the Parliament, as 
far as fuch an A& can limit a Parliament in the great 
and fundamental Privilege of Laying Taxes and Taking 
off Taxes : which no Minifter of State having Power 
to do, the fame is of no Force at all, Magna*Charta 
having exprefly provided, that any thing done contrary 
to the {aid Rights of the People of Fngland, Jball be of no 
force. Mag. Char. cap. 37. fect. 6. 


Put till, as was faid before, a Queftion might be ve- 
ry well asked of thefe Men: If they were as Tender 
of the Righrs of the Parliament of Great Brirain,as they 
would be thought, why, feeing the Treaty of Portugal 
did relate to laying on, and limiting the laying on of 
Duties, things which are the Peculiar of Parliaments, 
and which are fo tender in their own Nature, that they 
ought not to be touch’d but with the mg Nicety in 
the World; why did they not leave a Salvo for the Pri- 
vileges of the Parliament, and have that Article laid 
before the Houfe to be made Effeétual or not Etfeétual, 


as they thought fit? 


Then they had acted like Patriots of Liberty, and had 
been juftly valued for their Regard to Parliamentary 


‘Right; and either ‘the Parliament had difallow’d that 


Treaty, as what tied them up too ftriftly from furure 
Treaties with France, or having agreed to it, no Blame 
could have been laid on any one, nor any Treaty could 
fince have: been made to interfere with it. 


Rut. the. Parfon forgot,that he had been Clerk ; they: 
thought they might do what they pleafed, though now 
they are the forwardeft to attack the Aéions of 


others. 


And this Partiality is the Reafon,why the MER- 
CATOR fays,what they are alfo difpleafed at, and 
would ‘fuin have not believed; ( viz.) That they are 


not acting in Behalf of their Country, but in Behalf 


of a Party; which however is fo apparent a Truth, 
that the MERCATOR cannot go from it. Whe- 
ther that Party may be called a Faction or no, as the 
MERCATOR did not determine, fo neither does 
he enter into the Difpute of it now; and therefore 
the Anger a certain Author has fhewn at the ME R- 
CATOR on that account, is as unjoft,as it is frivo- 
lous, for if they are not a Faction, well and good; the 
MERCATOR never call'd them fuch, tho’ others 
afirm they have a juft Claim to that Denomination: 
on the other hand, if they are, their Partialiry, Scurri- 
lity, Maligniry at Perfons, and falfifying of Facts, are 
but forry ways to clear themfelves of it. But this part 
of the Queftion may be enquired into by it felf. 


In the mean time, there is another Artifice of theirs, 
which merits to be fpoken a little farther to ; ( viz.) 








An Infinuation,that the Encreafe of the Portuga] Teal 
is owing to this Treaty ; which is fo contrary to Trop 


that the MERC AT OR.-thinks it is no way teats, 
nable, that the People fhould § fo grofly imporey Me 
on; and if they will judge of the reft by the Injug. 
and foul Practices of thefe things, they need 20 No i 
ther for a Proof of what Hite People are,that are i 


ting thefe things upon them. 





In the mean time, here is another Sketch of Our 
daily Exportations to France, under all the prefent Dir. 
couragements of that Trade. 





From the Cuftom-Houle. 


Exported to France in Two Days, Feb. 11. 16, 


850 Coney Skins 
71 Barrels Salmon 
17 Ton7 C. Copperas 
8 Ton Alom 
5 Ton Red Lead “ 
3 Ton 15 C. Litharige Tead = 
9 Ton.1 C, Iron Ordnance 
1 Ton 15C. Cheefe 
35 Firkins Butter 
12 C. Caft Iron 
22 Stuffs 
* 12 Spaftifh Cloths 
200 qr. Rye 
16 C. Gauls 
229 Furs 
33820 Horn Plates 
000 Lanthorn Leaves 
18 Bags Cotton Wooll: And 
14404]. Cotton Wooll 
1 Ton 1C. Ginger 
3 Ton Almonds 
75361. Pimento 
246]. Tea 
75885 1. Virginia Tobacco 





ERRATA in the Mercators. 


No. 113. Col. 3. lin. 23. for that fuch read fuch. b.1. 37. 
for fay no r. fay fo no. , 
No. 114. Col. 3.1. 26. for Britannice x. Britannica. Ib. 1.49. 

for been r. have been. 
No. 116. Col. 1. 1. 26. for impofe us 1. impofe upon us. 
Col. 2.1. 38. dele s to let. Col. 3.1.36. for Well! then 
r. will then. Ib. 1,56. for bad the x. had not the. Col.}. 
1.55. for 228 Callicoes r. 2208. | 7 
No. 117. Col. 2. ]. 23. for French x. Portagal. Col. 2.1. 23. 


b ; rs > «‘}* 
for in that r. that in. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
This Day is publifh‘d, : 


* «The Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fet forth jn their 
eeeavoss Encouragement of the Author of the (ifr : 
ith fome Obfervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, 
Erudition and Style of that Treatife. Price 1s. but to 
the Subfcribers Half aCrown. Note, This Work will he 
Printed in Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Crifis. 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 





LONDON: Printed for Ben}. Tooke, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Halfspence. ) 














